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Point in Time (Count) - A Reflection
Submitted by Linda Beard, SSVF/Homelessness Prevention Specialist
On January 27th, Licking County, along
with the rest of Ohio, participated in
what is referred to as the annual “Point
in Time” (PIT) count where each county
or community attempts to get an
idea of how many people are without
homes at a given point in time. Counts
are done at emergency shelters, food
pantry and community meal sites,
local agencies working with homeless
populations, and in what’s called a
“street sweep” where small teams go
out and search various locations for
unsheltered adults and children.
Some larger areas conduct mass street
sweeps and carry blankets, coats,
gloves, and hats along with hand and
feet warmers to distribute to those
they find. Our team of 3 had bags
made up with bottled water, granola
bars, travel size hygiene items and our
Licking County Resource Guide with
instructions to contact our office the
next day. Our PIT coordinator had also
set up emergency shelter through the
local men’s shelter and a local motel.
At around 8:30 pm, bundled up and
ready to sweep the streets of Newark, I
and two others set out to search for the
unsheltered. Temperatures were frigid
(around 14°) and we had mapped out 8
or 10 places which had been reported
as possible spots where the unsheltered
might be.
Our team discovered a man toward
the end of the night who was staying
on the streets, as he had to leave the
residence where he had been staying.
He had located a spot which would
at least provide shelter and there was
intermittent warm air coming from a
wall vent. He informed us that he tried
to walk around periodically for fear of
being found and getting run out. We
completed our survey with the man
and told him about the shelter where
he could go for the night. I’m happy to
say that he did go to the shelter which
I must admit, made my heart a little
warmer. Another well-known site we
visited was vacant, but the remnants

of tarps, logs, and canned goods
remained. There was also a kitty shelter
(a tote with a hole cut in front and hay
inside) and dry cat food in a covered
box beside it. On the lid of the tote was
inscribed, “Please leave for kitty shelter.
Thank you.”
It’s been a couple years since I’ve been
a part of this sweep and I’m glad I had
the opportunity to do it again. I am
again reminded of how easy it is to take
for granted the things I am fortunate to
have. Things such as warm boots and
coveralls, a warm home and bed are
some of the things I can easily forget
not everyone has on a daily basis. We
may have been out in the cold for a
few hours, but we always had a vehicle
to jump back into to get warmed up
quickly. I couldn’t imagine trying to stay
warm that night if I were unsheltered,
much less, trying to sleep outside.
Thankfully, I did not have to and, who
knows, maybe one day, no one will
have to!
Preliminary numbers for the 2015 Point
in Time count indicate that at least 194
individuals were homeless in Licking
County on January 27th.

Our Mission
Our mission is to provide a
community forum, to assess
housing resources, to identify
problems and to create solutions
through collaboration.

Visit Our
Facebook Page
For More Info
Facebook.com/LCCHousing

Contact Us
P.O. Box 613
23 South Park Place, Suite 200
Newark, Ohio 43058-0613
Toll Free
1-877-421-LCCH (5224)
Local Phone
(740) 345-1970
Fax
(740) 345-8826
Contact
info@lcchousing.org
Web
lcchousing.org

Do you know how many people in your community had no
warm or dry place to sleep tonight?
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Executive Director’s Corner

Staff Profiles
LCCH adds two new Site Coordinators for the VITA Program.

Deb Tegtmeyer
Enter the “life changing event”–
sometimes for the good, and
sometimes an event that knocks you
down, challenges your understanding
of the world, and shakes your faith – or
at least your confidence – in your own
future or the future of your friends
and loved ones. And while adversity
is the warp and woof of the human
experience, it doesn’t make it any
easier. At least, at first.
Spring is coming! We know it is. It
always has. We have faith that it will
come again.
We stay hopeful – despite extremely
cold temperatures, snow drifts, high
heating bills, and ice – that life will get
better. We have faith that the snow
will (eventually) melt, that the daffodils
will emerge again with their inherent
cheerfulness to reach through the cold
ground up towards the sun, and that
the world will soften around us
once again.
We have experienced Spring in the
past, so we have memories with which
to maintain our faith in the future.

How we react and deal with our own
personal adversity – or that of our loved
one’s – is crucial to both moving ahead
and the final outcome. Staying strong,
taking thoughtful action, asking for help
when needed, understanding that there
are others in our community willing to
help – we know this to be true, but can
be difficult to remember when feeling
helpless and unsure.
If that “life changing event” is
homelessness or a housing crisis,
our community is ready to help.
Between LCCH, the Licking County
Coalition of Care, the five St. Vincent
de Paul Societies and many other local
agencies, there are lots of willing hearts
and knowledgeable minds ready to
assist anyone facing a difficult situation.

Many times a good listener is all that is
necessary. Sometimes a few problemsolving techniques can do the trick.
Sometimes financial assistance or
assistance in locating more appropriate
housing can alleviate the crisis. And
sometimes one needs not only housing,
but medical or mental health or other,
more intensive community services to
regain his or her faith in their future.
In Licking County, collectively we’ve
been working hard over the past several
years to both expand housing options
and maintain critical support services
– even in the face of shrinking state
and federal funds – so that we can
meaningfully assist homeless families
and adults to move from helplessness
to hopeful, productive lives.
Do we have enough housing and
services? Not at all. Will we continue to
work for additional resources and seek
ways to be more efficient and effective?
You bet. With your continued support,
these things are possible. We have faith.

Distribution to our clients began
on December 17 and continued
throughout the holidays. Thanks to
Newark Catholic for giving back to
the community!

Tamara Hegele began

working at LCCH in September and
became a full-time employee in
November of 2014. She shares the
Site Coordinator duties with Joe, so
that we can provide the best possible
service for our VITA clients, and
prepare an increasing number of
tax returns each year. Tamara also
assisted with the training for our
first-year VITA volunteers.

Joe brings a wealth of experience
to LCCH. He has had his own law
practice for the past 34 years,
specializing in bankruptcy law for the
last 20. He holds an undergraduate
degree in Business from Ohio
University, as well as an MBA from
the University of Dayton and a JD
from Capital Law School. Joe enjoys
meeting clients and helping them
with their financial matters: teaching
them how to budget, and helping
them out of difficult, stressful
situations. What people really like
about Joe is his calm and pleasant
personality, and his desire to help
others.

experience in Automotive Finance
make her a great fit for the VITA
program. She has a real “let’s get
it done” attitude and is willing to
tackle any task- including the 5
challenging IRS certification tests
required for her to prepare or review
any return that is within the scope
of VITA. In addition to her duties as
Site Coordinator, Tamara works with
our Supportive Services for Veteran
Families (SSVF) program to review
records and ensure compliance with
the grant requirements.
Tamara finds the job very rewarding.
She likes assisting people with
their taxes, is pleased to offer such
a valuable service for free and

In his spare time Joe enjoys
traveling, walking, cycling and
skiing. He and his wife Rowan are
fans of the Licking County Settlers,
and the OSU women’s basketball
team. He also volunteers with the
Dawes Arboretum at special events
and assists their botanist with
presentations. Rowan is an avid
gardener and herbalist, providing a
nice background for another of Joe’s
hobbies: photography.

Photo by Joe Castner

enjoys working with our “awesome,
dedicated volunteers.” She feels
“truly blessed to be a part of an
amazing staff that goes above and
beyond every day to assist clients
with their needs. “
Tamara lives in Newark, with her
husband and three children. She is a
proud Licking Valley sports and band
Mom, who enjoys spending time with
her family, hunting, fishing, skiing
and being outdoors.

A Special Volunteer
Submitted by Kelle Brush, Fiscal Assistant
Key Club Members (L to R):
Tyke Wilson, Caitlin Andrews,
Andrew Maynard (teacher), Ashleigh Parkinson,
Kelly Clapper, Connor Sheehan

Amazon Smile
Attention any and all Amazon Shoppers!
Before you make that next Amazon
purchase, go to this website:
https://smile.amazon.com, sign into

with LCCH and Volunteer Income
Tax Assistance (VITA), as he has
volunteered with the program for
the past 3 years. Every year he
would achieve higher certifications,
add specialty certifications, work
additional shifts and prepare more
returns. In fact, our only hesitation
in hiring him for the Site Coordinator
position was that we would lose
him as a volunteer. This year, Joe is
present most days our site is open. In
addition to preparing tax returns, he
is focused on reviewing returns, as
well as customer service and smooth
operation of the site.

A 15-year resident of Licking County,
Tamara grew up in a U.S. Air Force
family, was born in Germany, and
has lived in England, Maryland
and California. Her background in
Accounting and twelve years of

Newark Catholic Blanket Drive 2014
The students involved in Key Club at
Newark Catholic High School, led by
teacher Andrew Maynard, had a
blanket drive to benefit the residents
of the Licking County Coalition for
Housing. The drive began on November
13 and ended on December 12. Over
50 new and gently used blankets were
collected on December 16. Students
Caitlin Andrews, Kelly Clapper, Ashleigh
Parkinson, Connor Sheehan and Tyke
Wilson were the organizers of the drive.

Joe Castner is very familiar

your Amazon account and choose
Licking County Coalition for Housing to
receive 0.5% of any items you purchase.

We appreciate all you do for the Licking
County Coalition for Housing!

Jim Rodeniser started to volunteer
for LCCH in November 2014 at the
40th Street Family Housing Complex
because he is a devoted father. How
could I know that? Because he started
to volunteer when I, his daughter, asked
him to. The need was to help get and
keep the 40th Street stock rooms in

order, help LCCH know what donations
are housed there that can be given to
clients in need and keep the rooms
neat. He has passion to do everything
right. The staff and clients have noticed
his efforts at the 40th Street Family
Transitional Housing complex. Jim
would not want to be acknowledged for

his efforts. This volunteer experience
has filled his retirement days with work
that satisfies his need to keep busy and
active. LCCH is fortunate to find
another great volunteer!
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Ready, Set, Shop!
If you want to turn helping others
into a fun event, just ask a high
school student!
Sam Nesbitt, a junior at Newark High
School, contacted LCCH through
our website and asked if we had any
Christmas service projects that he and
his friends could participate in. Given
a few options, the students chose to
purchase Christmas gifts for all of the
families in our Supportive Services
for Veteran Families (SSVF) program.
Eleven friends/family members
contributed to the cause and seven of
them met at Walmart, at midnight, to
carry out their shopping mission. The
teens divided into groups, each with
a basic family description (ages and
gender) and their share of the total
contributions. The challenge was to
find the most and best appropriate
gifts for their family with the time and
funds allotted to them. I’m not sure
who won the competition, but the kids
had a great time and Sam was able to
bring LCCH a large bag of gifts for each
of the five families that were in our
program at the time.

Best Wishes to Dave!
So it sounds like everybody won to
me. His mother, Nancy Nesbitt, who
supervised the outing said it was also a
learning experience for the shoppers…
on just how far their money would,
or wouldn’t, go. All of us at LCCH
were touched and impressed by their
desire to help, the creative way they
approached the project, and the results!

Our thanks to Sam for organizing
the project and to Amy Lasure , Dan
Lasure, Taylor King, Brittany Cayton,
Micah Hampton, Matt Swab, Drayton
Santavicca, Heather Hottinger, Luke
Hampton and Brenda Hampton for their
generous contributions.
Way to go, guys!

It has been a pleasure to work with Dave and LCCH would like to wish him the best
in the next chapter of his life!

Special Thanks to Special Christmas 2014 Donors
On behalf of the Transitional Housing residents who received gifts at Christmas, LCCH would like to thank the following
groups and individuals for their generous contributions:

Amy Lasure (graduate of Newark High), Dan Lasure, Taylor King, Brittany Cayton,
Micah Hampton (all Juniors at Newark High), Matt Swab (graduate of Abeka Academy),
and Sam Nesbitt (Junior at Newark High) after their shopping challenge.

Community Wesleyan Church
Submitted by Rennie Bare, Housing Services Coordinator

A family of a mother and two young
children was selected. This mother
earned her Bachelors’ degree and
has obtained a full time job while in
the program. She has saved about

With all this being said, Dave is moving on to greater things and will be leaving the
Transitional Housing program in March. He will be moving into his own place and
will reside in an ideal location for work.

Dave (on the right) enjoyed a visit with
Santa at the TH Christmas party.

Avalanche Christmas
What started as a phone call from a
member of the Community Wesleyan
Church in Newark turned in to a
wonderful Christmas for a family in the
LCCH Transitional Housing Program.
Dwight Newell called Rennie Bare,
Housing Services Coordinator, asking
for a family that the church could help
at Christmas. After a meeting to discuss
how to select the best candidate, it
was decided that LCCH staff would
nominate three families and the church
would pick whom they would help. The
nominations were done in written form.

Dave Gallant entered the Transitional Housing program in July 22, 2014. In
September 2014, he was hired at The Main Place as a Site Supervisor. Since
maintaining employment, he has been able to pay on his court fines and has over
$18,000 in his savings account. Dave is currently involved with the Drug Court
program and recently received a certification for getting 55 negative drug screens.

$3,000 while in the program. She also
has a new found confidence in all that
she does. This comes after being in
a relationship with a drug addicted
husband who stole from her, emptied
their saving account and tried to
convince her that she could not survive
without him. She has done more than
survive - she has moved on successfully.
The Community Wesleyan Church
planned to surprise the family during
their Avalanche Christmas celebration.
The Avalanche Christmas was all about
the church giving back to those with
less fortunate situations. Each week in
December, the congregation was asked
to bring a specific dollar amount to give
- starting with $1, then $5 and finally
$10. On December 14, the family was

invited to the morning church service.
Pastor Chris Dyer gave a wonderful
sermon and then asked the family to
come forward. He talked about the
struggles, the progress and spirit that
the family has shown while being in the
LCCH Transitional Housing program.
He then handed them an envelope with
$1,600 that had been collected that
day. He turned the microphone over to
the single mother. She discussed her
situation and gave a sincere “Thank
you” to the church.
The family is planning on using the
$1,600 to pay off a past eviction and
move into permanent housing in
the Spring. Thank you, Community
Wesleyan Church, for making Christmas
special for many in our community.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Robin Green and Newark Altrusa Club
Joan Mock
Utica Church of Christ
Community Wesleyan Church
New Day Spa
Newark Newcomers Club
Donna Stevens
Pam Froelich
Dawn Ambrus Cook
Sue Chen
Kelle Brush
Tammy and Aleia Rine
Marilinda Schor
JoAnn Wharton
Dave Humphrey

Once again this year, an anonymous
donor pledged to match year-end
contributions, one-to-one, up to $5,000.
Many responded to the call with gifts
ranging from $5 to $5,000, for a total
exceeding $25,000. We appreciate your
continued faith in the work we’re doing!

Santa was a big hit with the young and old this year.

Save the Date!
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church has set
the date for the 2015 Great Granville
Garage Sale. Mark your calendars now
and plan to attend this great, family-

friendly event on May 9th. Come early,
find some great bargains, and stay all
day. Sponsors welcome!

If you are interested, contact Deb Tegtmeyer at: dtegtmeyer@lcchousing.org
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Resource Room Support
The Resource Room would not be
possible without the support of
our donors.
Special thanks to the following for
their contributions:
Denison University: Furnishings
Alexandria Public Library: Books,
DVDs, videos
Friends of the Pataskala Public
Library: Books
First Baptist Church of Newark: Books
Private donors: Furniture, Electronics,
Books, Toys

Resource Room Open for Transitional
Housing Residents
On December 29, 2014, Licking County
Coalition for Housing opened up the
Resource Room for transitional housing
residents. Recently, through the efforts
of Brandi Moffitt, a Project Homeline
staff member, we were able to open
the doors for clients to use this facility.
Located within the family Transitional
Housing complex, the Resource Room
allows residents to utilize computers
with internet access to complete Job
and Family Services applications,
employment searches, and GED
preparation, along with other internet
tools. It also allows children, with their
parents’ help, to complete homework,
school projects and extra credit using
the computers.

by Licking County libraries, as well.
Clients are welcome to borrow books,
movies, puzzles and games, which in
turn encourages them to read with
their children and spend quality time
together as a family.
The residents have been very excited
and use the Resource Room on the
days it is open. Moffitt also coordinates
special events and parties in the room
for the children in the program. We are
grateful for all of the donations we have
received to make this room functional.
Many thanks to all whose hard work,
effort and donations have been able
to provide these families with the
resources to enrich their lives!

Families can take advantage of the
many books, DVDs and video tapes
which were generously donated

New House for Adults with
Developmental Disabilities
LCCH has purchased a 12th home
through our partnership with the
Licking County Board of Developmental
Disabilities. Funding for the purchase
and renovations were provided through
the State of Ohio’s Community Capital
Assistance program. This most recent

home is located on the north end of
Newark and can house up to three
adults with developmental disabilities.
Recent bath and access modifications
completed by LICCO Construction
will allow a more user-friendly living
experience for our tenants.

Coat & Blanket Donors
Thanks to our many donors this year for your large donations of coats and blankets!
On a very cold day in February, we were able to give them away on the Courthouse
Square to people in need. The turnout was great and we were happy to be able to
help people keep warm during the cold months.
Key Donors: Gummers Wholesale and St. Leonard’s Catholic Church

Linda Little, Rennie Bare, and Tiffany Davis –
the LCCH Transitional Housing team – try to stay warm
while providing hot chocolate and snacks to those
stopping by to pick up coats and blankets.

As this newsletter is being written, we
are just one week into the VITA tax filing
season and have already prepared over
100 returns. The Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance (VITA) team at LCCH is 31
members strong this year, including
seven staff members, 14 volunteers
from Licking County and 10 students
from Denison University. We are
preparing taxes four days a week, for
free, for taxpayers with an Adjusted
Gross Income of $53,000 or less. By
the end of the season (April 14 is our
last preparation day) we expect to have
over 800 returns prepared. If you are
interested in the service, or if you know

someone who could benefit, see the
box at the side for times and locations.
And look for our season wrap-up
article in the June newsletter. Gotta go,
taxpayers are coming!
VITA is funded by the IRS, United Way
of Central Ohio, Licking County United
Way and State Farm.

FREE Tax Prep ends April 14
LCCH is once again offering FREE tax
preparation through VITA,
through April 14.
Personal income tax returns only,
$53,000 limit per return, some
restrictions may apply.
Call 740-345-1970 for appointments
and information.
Schedule: (January 29 -April 14, 2015)

Many Thanks to State Farm for funding
VITA once again this year.

Tuesdays: 12:30-6:00 PM, Ohio Means
Jobs, Appointments only
Wednesdays: (Apr 1 and Apr 8 only) 1:306:30 PM, Newark Public Library Main
Branch, Appointments and Walk-ins
Thursdays: 4:30-7:30 PM, LCCH Office,
Appointments only

A Project Homeline Success Rapid Rehousing
Submitted by Kiley Key, a senior at Ohio State University’s
College of Social Work doing her Practicum with LCCH.

The resource room is a fun place to read,
relax, work on the internet or watch TV.

One more beautiful home will soon
be ready for LCBDD clients.

VITA Tax Preparation Season Has Begun

Dale P. arrived at Licking County
Coalition for Housing in early January
with hopes to receive assistance from
the agency’s transitional housing
program. Because his income exceeded
the maximum amount allowed for
transitional housing, he was referred to
the Project Homeline program. There,
he met with a case manager on
January 8th to begin his placement
through the agency’s HCRP Rapid
Rehousing program.
Dale resided in Franklin County for
several years as both a well-paid
salesman and homeowner to-be until
two years ago, when the company
he worked for began to experience
some financial problems. This caused
Dale to lose some of his hours and
even reduced his annual salary, which
made it difficult for him to maintain his
housing and monthly expenses. Over
time, Dale’s salary and hours continued
to get cut. He eventually lost his job
completely when the company folded.
This caused Dale to get behind on his
mortgage payments and utility bills, and
resulted in Dale ultimately losing
his home.
After encouragement from his son to
move from Franklin County to Licking

County, Dale went to St. Vincent Haven
Shelter in October, 2014 where he
stayed for a few months before coming
to LCCH. During his time at St. Vincent,
Dale obtained employment through
some seasonal and temporary jobs
until acquiring full time employment
as a salesman at a local company
in November. Dale entered the Rapid
Rehousing program in order to receive
some short term financial assistance
and guidance to get back on track. The
program paid for Dale’s deposit and
1st month’s rent after he moved into
his apartment on January 27th. Since
then, Dale has been earnestly working
on purchasing a car and paying off
utility bills that were past due from his
previous residence.
Dale is currently the second best
salesman at his place of employment.
He is now on his path to success
through the Rapid Rehousing program
as he has attained sustainable housing.
With the help of members from Licking
County Coalition for Housing, Dale
is appreciative and now has a bright
future with hopes to get back on
his feet.

Saturdays: 9:00AM-12:00 PM, LCCH
Office, Appointments and Walk-ins
(Extended hours April 11)
What to Bring:
• Valid photo identification and Social
Security card
• Social Security card for your spouse &
dependents
• Bank account & routing #s (for direct
deposit)
• W-2 (from all employers)
• 1099-G (unemployment)
• 1099-MISC (income)
• 1098-INT (dividends, interest)
• 1099-R (retirement)
• 1098-T (tuition or fees)
• Social Security or SSI statement
• Student loan statement(s)
• Childcare receipts, with name, SS# / ID
of provider
• Receipts / statements for itemized
deductions (mortgage, property tax,
health insurance, medical expenses,
charitable contributions)
• Any other tax documents
• Copy of last year’s return (optional).
• Signature of both spouses is required
for Married Filing Joint returns.
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‘Stand Down’ for Veterans - Date Set
The 2nd Veteran ‘Stand Down’ will be
held at Geller Park in Heath following
the Armed Forces Day parade on May
16, 2015. Licking County Veteran
Services Commission will be heading
up the ‘Stand Down’ along with Veteran
Representatives from Ohio Means Jobs,
Southeast Ohio Legal Services, and
Licking County Coalition for Housing’s

Supportive Service for Veterans Families
(SSVF) program. They will be available
to provide housing and employment
information, medical screenings, and
veteran benefit information to homeless
veterans and their families. Final details
will be coming soon, so be sure to visit
the LCCH website for updates.

Current Needs
LCCH is always in need of household
items for our clients. At this time, our
greatest needs are:
• Silverware
• Kitchen utensils
• Pillows (new, please)
• Pots and pans

If you’d like to contribute something to the ‘Stand Down’ event, contact Tamara
Hegele at (740) 345-1970 x 237.

• Universal pan lids
• Twin and full blankets
• Kitchen and bathroom towels

LCCH Seeking Case Manager
Licking County Coalition for Housing
(LCCH) is searching for a qualified
individual to provide full-time and
limited on-call case management

services to mentally ill clients returning
to Licking County following their release
from the State of Ohio prison system. A
Bachelor’s Degree in a Human Service

field is required; LSW or LPC preferred.
2-5 years’ experience working with
mentally ill is essential. Experience with
the Ohio justice system a plus.

For more information contact Trina Woods, Director of Operations, via email: twoods@lcchousing.org
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