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Licking County Coalition for Housing

Our Mission

Through partnership, guiding 
those in need to sustainable 
housing.

Our Vision

A community where everyone 
enjoys a safe, stable and 
sustainable home.

Find Us on Social Media

Home Pages by Email?

If you would rather receive this 
newsletter electronically, send us 
a quick email at info@lcchousing.
org and we will add you to our 
email address list and remove you 
from our snail mail address list.

Born in Japan to an Air Force family, 
Linda Beard and her family traveled 
extensively before settling in 
Coshocton, Ohio where she graduated 
from high school. She moved to Newark 
and continued her education in Central 
Ohio, receiving an Associate’s Degree 
in business from COTC and a Bachelor’s 
of Business from Otterbein University. 
Linda married her husband, Greg in 
2012 and they have 3 adult children 
and 3 grandchildren.

In the 18 years since she first came 
to LCCH Linda has worked in several 
different capacities. She began in fiscal 
operations, marketing and fundraising, 
then moved on to direct service with 
the Project Homeline program. Since 
2013 she has been a case manager 
working with homeless and at-risk 
veterans in the Supportive Services 
for Veteran Families (SSVF) program. 
Linda is hard-working, resourceful 
and knowledgeable. She is great at 
collaborating with other programs 
and agencies and is always willing  
to help with projects like the Veteran 
Stand Down, Shoes on the Square, 
the Home Run and the annual Point  
in Time Count. Above all, though, Linda 
has been a dedicated and effective 
advocate for her clients. “When I was  
at my lowest, you were the one break 
that I needed to help me get back on 
my feet!” writes a former client.

Linda worked her last day at LCCH 
on July 26, 2019. She and Greg have 
relocated to North Carolina with plans 
to travel. She shared these thoughts  
on social media before she left.   
“As I was sitting quietly this morning,  
I was reminded of how many lives have 
touched mine… my hope is not for 
recognition but that, through all these 
times, I’ve had some small positive 
effect on each of you in some way.  
That effect would not be from me but 

the light and spirit of a God who I am so 
grateful for.” Linda has most certainly 
had a positive effect-on the staff at 
LCCH, on the many clients she has 
so tirelessly served over the last 18 
years, and on the greater community 
of Newark and Licking County. We will 
miss her dearly, and wish her the best. 

“I had a great caseworker and I 
have learned a lot. Most of all, to 
make my own way, but have time 

for others and to keep trying. 
Thank you for all of your help.” 

- SSVF client to Linda Beard, 
November 2018

Staff Profile and Farewell: Linda Beard

Thank you for all of your 
hard work, Linda!

Contact Us

P.O. Box 613
23 South Park Place, Suite 200
Newark, Ohio 43058-0613

Toll Free
1-877-421-LCCH (5224)

Local Phone
(740) 345-1970

Fax
(740) 345-8826

Contact
info@lcchousing.org

Web
lcchousing.org



HOME PAGES NEWSLETTERHOME PAGES NEWSLETTER

Executive Director’s Corner

Photo Courtesy

This past July, I had the great 
opportunity to join several of my 
coworkers and others from around 
the State of Ohio who are working 
on housing and homelessness issues. 
We attended the National Alliance 
to End Homelessness (NAEH) annual 
conference in Washington, D.C., and 
took time out from the busy conference 
schedule to visit Capitol Hill and see 
10 of our elected representatives.  
Key staff in the offices of both senators 
- Senator Sherrod Brown and Senator 
Rob Portman - as well as eight of the 
Congressmen in districts around the 
State - made time to meet with us.     
We had the opportunity to speak about 
several pieces of pending legislation 
that would help to not only expand 
the amount of housing available for 
homeless individuals, families and 

Veterans, but also to modify some 
existing policies in order to, again,  
help make it easier for those who   
are homeless to get housing and  
critical services. 

We had the great pleasure of meeting 
with Rep. Steve Stivers himself (see 
photo bottom right). Rep. Stivers (R-
OH) has been working in a bipartisan 
manner, co-sponsoring a bill (H.R. 1978) 
in the House with Rep. Ted Lieu (D-CA) 
that was also introduced in the Senate 
(S. 923) by Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) 
and Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-AK). As of 
this writing, there are 32 co-sponsors in 
the House and nine in the Senate. 

If this proposed legislation moves ahead 
in both houses without much change, 
actually makes it to the President’s desk 
and is signed into law, the Fighting 
Homelessness with Services and 
Housing Act would provide $750 million 
annually for housing paired with a 
comprehensive set of services to serve 
individuals or families who are homeless 
or at risk of becoming homeless.

This is the important message.   
Bi-partisanship is critical to governance. 
Civility is mandatory for a functioning 
society. Only thoughtful discussion 
about a range of solutions will move us 
towards really addressing the increasing 
homelessness, and enable our 
communities to create more housing 
units and necessary services for   
ALL our citizens.

In fact, the very first words 
Representative Troy Balderson spoke 
before the Newark Rotary Club on 

From Left to Right: Tom Albanese (Community Shelter Board), 
Rachael Duck (LCCH), Ronald Krabill (advocate), 

Rep. Steve Stivers (OH 15th district), Michelle Phillips (advocate), 
Deb Tegtmeyer, Kelsy Noskowiak and Rennie Bare (LCCH) and Erica 

Mulryan (COHHIO) after their meeting at Rep Stivers’ office.

Rep. Troy Balderson (OH-12) 
promotes bi-partisanship in his 
remarks to the Newark Rotary 

Club on August 27, 2019.

August 27, 2019 were, “Please turn off 
FOX News, CNN, MSNBC and the other 
mainstream news channels. They are 
only continuing to broadcast “theater” 
and not really reporting on what’s really 
happening in Washington. More bi-
partisanship is actually happening than 
is reflected in our daily news reports.”

I am working with Rep. Balderson’s 
staff to arrange for him to visit Licking 
County so he can see for himself what 
LCCH and others are doing to address 
homelessness in this part of his district. 
Sen. Brown visited recently to meet with 
several local grassroots organizations to 
learn about poverty and homelessness 
here in Newark. 

We need to continue the efforts to help 
our elected leaders really understand 
the very complicated issues around 
housing and homelessness, and 
provide them with appropriate, tactical 
solutions. They, too, want to help. The 
issues are daunting - as homelessness is 
a symptom of much larger issues - but 
the only way we can truly help someone 
out from under a bridge and into a 
stable home of their own is to work 
together. Find and make available the 
resources. Commit over the long term. 
And pledge to work, civilly, together - 
regardless of political party or religious/
philosophical sentiments - until we get 
the job done.
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The playground looked great 
when they were finished.

The morning shift started by pulling  
weeds and picking up litter.

The afternoon shift spread mulch.

Because of all the wet weather we had 
this spring, the weeds were growing like 
crazy in our playground this summer.  
Thanks to the Newark Rotary Club and 
the Young Leaders of Licking County, 

Many are familiar with state and federal 
minimum wages — currently, the federal 
minimum wage is $7.25 per hour, while 
Ohio’s minimum wage is a little higher 
at $8.55 per hour. Calculated over the 
course of a year, a full-time, minimum-
wage worker in Ohio can expect to earn 
a pre-tax salary of $17,784.

But what is a housing wage?

Simply put, it’s an estimate of the 
hourly wage a full-time worker would 
have to earn to afford a modest rental 
home using the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development’s rate for fair 
market rent. The figure caps housing 
costs at 30 percent of income, which 
is the accepted standard of 
affordability.

In its annual report Out of Reach, The 
National Low Income Housing Coalition 
documents the significant gap between 
renters’ wages and the cost of rental 
housing.

Ohio is the 9th-most affordable state  
in the U.S. However, a person earning  
a minimum wage in Ohio would need  
to work 58 hours per week to afford  
a one-bedroom apartment at fair 
market rent. Over the past five years, 
minimum wage has increased by 1 
percent, while fair market rent has 
increased 23 percent. The average 

Newark Rotary and Young Leaders Pitch In

What is a Housing Wage?

it looks great again. The two groups 
combined their efforts and organized 
a work day for non-profits in Licking 
County. On Friday, June 14, LCCH got  
a great bunch of volunteers to pull all of 

fair market rent for a two-bedroom 
apartment in Ohio is $818 a month; 
in Licking County, the fair market rent 
for a two-bedroom apartment is $957.

To afford a two-bedroom apartment  
at fair market rent in Licking County,  
the housing wage would be $18.40  
an hour — more than double the state’s 
current minimum wage.

the weeds and spread a fresh layer  
of mulch. They made quick work  
of a task that would have kept us busy 
all summer. We really appreciate their 
service.

Housing Wage Broken Down

Questions?

More information on the Out of 
Reach report can be found at 
http://reports.nlihc.org/oor

 

Bedroom Size

Zero-Bedroom

One-Bedroom

Two-Bedroom

Three-Bedroom

Four-Bedroom

Fair Market Rent

$643

$761

$957

$1,225

$1,424

Hourly Housing Wage

$12.37

$14.63

$18.40

$23.56

$27.38
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2019
LCCH Board of Directors

Coordinated Entry Program - Second Quarter
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Maximize your Gift! Did you know 
that some employers will match their 
employees charitable contributions? 
General Electric, Disney, Boeing, 
Home Depot, Johnson & Johnson, 
British Petroleum, Microsoft, Chase 
and Avon all have corporate donation-
match programs. Other companies, 
like CarMax, Kohls, Verizon, WalMart 
and State Farm, will make a monetary 
match to volunteer hours worked by 

Donation Match
their employees. Still other employers 
will offer paid time to staff while they 
engage in volunteer activities. LCCH has 
received volunteer labor from RevLocal 
and Park National Bank employees who 
are compensated for their time. Check 
with your employer to see if they have 
any programs that will support the 
causes that are important to you and 
maximize the contributions that you are 
already making.

Also, if you are employed outside   
of Licking County and contribute 
through payroll deduction to the  
United Way campaign where you work, 
you can request that your contribution 
be directed to the United Way of Licking  
County. It’s an easy way to ensure that 
the money you contribute is doing good 
where you live.

Coordinated Entry (CE) is the process through which someone is entered  
into the homeless assistance system. LCCH is a CE provider for Licking 
County. NEW instances of homelessness, as reported to LCCH, for April 
through June are below. This typically does not include those staying  
at the Salvation Army emergency shelter.

April 
33 households (46 people) presented as homeless
• 10 men staying at the men’s shelter
• 4 households (4 adults and 5 children) escaping Domestic Violence 
  at New Beginnings
• 7 households (9 adults and 3 children) living in vehicles
• 2 adults squatting in abandoned buildings
• 1 adult living in a camper
• 6 households (6 adults and 2 children) were living outside
• 1 household staying in a hotel (paid by others)
• 1 households (1 adult and 1 child) living in a tent.
• 1 adult stayed in a church

May  
22 households (35 people) presented as homeless.
• 4 men staying at the men’s shelter
• 7 household (7 adult and 10 children!) living in vehicles
• 1 adult squatting in an abandoned building
• 4 adults living outside
• 1 household (2 adults) staying in a hotel (paid by others)
• 2 household (4 adults) living in a tent
• 1 adult in the hospital
• 1 adult was living in a garage 

June 
26 households (52 people) presented as homeless.
• 5 men were staying at the men’s shelter 
• 9 households (11 adults and 12 children) living in vehicles
• 4 households (5 adults) living outside
• 2 households (4 adults and 6 children) staying in a hotel (paid by others)
• 1 adult escaping Domestic Violence at New Beginnings
• 1 household (1 adult and 1 children) were in Coalition of Care apartment

Mary Albright, President 
Reese Pyle Meyer, PLL

Tyler Crall, Vice President 
TrueCore Federal Credit Union

Roger Lossing, Treasurer 
First Commonwealth Bank

James Withers, Secretary 
Retired, The Kroger Company

Jennifer Collins 
Newark Drywall, Inc.

Rev. Jeff Gill 
Newark Central Christian Church

Darcy Grossett 
Park National Bank

Dennis Harrington 
Southeast Ohio Legal Services

Nicole Jardell 
HER Realtors

Julie Losego 
State Farm 

Adam Rhodes 
Homestead Beer Company

Nate Strum 
GROW Licking County CIC

Dr. Sarah Supp 
Denison University

Daniel Swick 
HER Realtors
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Register for the Home Run

Home Run Registration Form
Detach & return to Licking County Coalition for Housing, Attn: Home Run.

Email: kscott@lcchousing.org  Fax: 740-345-8826  Mail: 23 South Park Place, Suite 200, Newark, OH 43055
Checks only by mail (payable to LCCH). Cash, check or debit/credit card accepted in person and on day of the race.

First Name: ________________________________ Last Name: ___________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Group Name:_______________________________________ Race:  5k Timed 1mi Fun Run

 (For groups of 6 or more - $5 discount applies.)   (early $30/late $35) (early $25/late $30)

Sex:  M    F  Age: _______             Shirt Size:  YS  YM  YL  SM  M  L  XL  XXL  XXXL         Shirt Sleeve:  Long   Short

(*T-Shirts included for all paying runners. Additional T-Shirts $15.)

Email: _________________________________________________ Phone: _________________________

Waiver: In submitting this entry, I, intending to be legally bound for myself, my heirs, executors and administrators,  
do hereby waive, release and forever discharge any and all rights and claims for damages I have or may have against the 
organizers of this event, Licking County Coalition for Housing, Rotary Park, the event principals, its employees, volunteers, 
sponsors and representatives for any and all claims and damages, demands or actions whatsoever in any manner as a 
result of my participation in the Home-Run, including travel to and from the event. I hereby consent to medical treatment 
in the event of injury, accident and/or illness during the event. I hereby grant full permission to any and all of the foregoing 
to use my name and likeness in any broadcast, telecast, video, print or social media reporting or advertising of the event 
without compensation.

Signature: _________________________________________________ Date: _______________________
(Signature of Parent of Guardian required for all participants under 18 years of age)

Seventh Annual 
LCCH Home Run 5K: 
November 9th! 
New this year - 1 Mile Fun Run! 
Registration is now open for the 
Seventh Annual LCCH Home Run 5K, 
which will be held November 9, 2019  
at Rotary Park in Newark. Again this 
year, the race will feature chip timing, 
with immediate results and photos 
posted as soon as the racers finish. 
Prizes will be awarded for the first male 
and female finisher overall, and medals 
will be awarded for the first three male 
and female finishers in each age group.  
New for 2019 is a 1 Mile Fun Run.   
All participants in the Fun Run will 
receive a participation medal. 

As always, the run/walk is a family-
friendly, awareness event which 
includes a DJ, a race shirt, and a whole 
lot of prize drawings for the participants 
as well as a free lunch for everyone in 
attendance (including participants and 
spectators!). The cost for the 5K is $30 

for early entries (received by November 
3) and $35 for late entries (received 
after November 3). The Fun Run is $25 
early-entry and $30 late-entry. Groups 
of 6 or more for either race will receive 
a $5 discount per person. Packet pick-
up will be available Friday afternoon 
and also the morning of the race.  
Race day registration/check-in will 
begin at 10:00 AM, with the race 
starting  at 11:00 AM.

All proceeds benefit the homeless/
housing assistance programs of LCCH.  
Sponsorship opportunities are still 
available for businesses who wish 
to support the event. If you are 
interested in sponsoring a specific item 
(lunch, medals, timing), or would like 
to make a prize or cash contribution, 
please email Kathy Scott at  
kscott@lcchousing.org. Questions 
about the race may also be sent to that 
e-mail address. We hope to see you on 
November 9th!

The Home Run is fun for all ages- 
and kids under 10 run/walk for free!

You have lots of options to register  
for this year’s race:

•  Register and pay ONLINE  
at www.itsyourrace.com

•  PRINT the Registration Form  
at www.lcchousing.org and return 
to LCCH (Attn: Home Run)

•  Complete the Registration Form 
below and mail/email/fax back  
to LCCH (Attn: Home Run)

•  Register and pay In Person at 23 
South Park Place

•  Show up on RACE DAY at 10:00 AM  
and complete a Registration Form.

Debit/Credit cards only online. 
Checks only by mail (payable to 
LCCH). Cash, check or debit/credit 
card accepted in person and on the 
day of the race. 

LCCH: 
23 South Park Place, Suite 200 
Newark OH 43055 
Email: kscott@lcchousing.org 
Phone: 740-345-1970 ext 229
Fax: 740-345-8826
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Karl Austin, a single male in his mid-
fifties, entered The Salvation Army 
homeless shelter in January 2017.  
He has permanent physical disabilities 
that prevent him from working or 
gaining meaningful employment,  
so he applied for disability income 
through Social Security. On April 20, 
2017, after 13 weeks in the emergency 
shelter, Karl entered the LCCH 
Transitional Housing (TH) program.  
TH clients are provided with a furnished 
apartment and case management 
in order to prepare for and obtain 
permanent housing, but it is designed 
for short-term stays. 

Mr. Austin remained in TH until July 
of 2018, the maximum time allowed.  
During this time, Karl’s disability had 
been denied and he had to appeal 
the denial. At the end of his TH stay, 
the disability claim was still pending. 

All Available Options
Several LCCH staff members discussed 
various resources and programs 
and it was determined that Karl was 
eligible for a Rapid Re-housing (RR) 
program, also offered through LCCH. 
Our TH Supervisor located first-floor 
accommodations in an inexpensive 
sleeping room and Karl was entered 
into the RR program, which can pay 
rent for a maximum of 8 months.   
At the end of the 8 months, Karl’s 
disability had still not been approved. 
Not only that but his vehicle had 
broken down and he no longer had 
transportation available.

Again, the LCCH staff considered 
all options to avoid returning Karl 
to homelessness. The Director of 
Operations determined that the last 
program available to Karl was   
a homeless prevention program. 

By that time, Karl had a date for his last 
Social Security hearing and it looked 
extremely hopeful that it would be 
approved. This program paid for 2 
months’ rent, allowing enough time  
for his disability to be approved! 
The rooming house that Karl had been 
residing in was affordable on his new 
income, accommodated his physical 
disabilities – and he liked living there!  
It has been over 6 months since Karl 
began paying his own rent and he is 
still happy in his residence and able 
to maintain his housing. Without the 
collaboration of LCCH staff and the 
coordination of multiple programs, 
Karl would have been homeless again 
while awaiting the approval of his Social 
Security disability income.

Since 2005, LCCH has participated  
in the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
(VITA) program, to prepare and e-file 
federal, state and school district returns 
for income-eligible clients, for FREE. 
As the name implies, volunteers are the 
key to making this program work and 
September is when we begin to recruit 
for the next filing season. 

If you are proficient with a computer, 
enjoy helping people and understand 
the basics of taxes, we urge you to 
consider volunteering for VITA. It is an 
extremely rewarding volunteer activity, 
and you can make a real difference 
in someone’s life in just one hour! IRS 
training and certification is required, 
with all training materials provided 
by the IRS. Volunteers may take the 
training entirely online, or attend 
classes led by LCCH staff. We ask  
for a commitment of at least one 4-hour 
session per week throughout the filing 
season (late January through mid-April).  
Taxes are prepared at a variety of times 
and locations, and you may choose 
the site that fits your schedule. In the 
2019 filing season, our VITA program 
prepared 1305 tax returns! 

To meet our VITA staff and learn more 
about the program, plan to attend our 
VITA Volunteer Kick-Off on Tuesday, 
December 3rd at 6:00 PM at the Licking 
County Library Main Branch (101 West 

We Need Volunteer Tax Preparers! 

We need more volunteers, 
like Mike Schroder, to assist 
taxpayers in Licking County!

Main St.). We’ll provide dinner, answer 
questions and distribute training 
materials. Feel free to bring a friend. 
Can’t make the dinner? Contact Kathy 
Scott for more information  
(kscott@lcchousing.org or   
740-345-1970 ext 229).

November is Homeless 
Awareness Month

Get information. Get involved. 
Be apart of the solution. Follow 
us on Facebook for activities and 
information about the problem of 
homelessness in Licking County.
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The National Alliance to End 
Homelessness (NAEH) is a nonpartisan 
organization committed to preventing 
and ending homelessness in the United 
States. Each year, the organization 
hosts the National Conference on 
Ending Homelessness in Washington, 
D.C., the nation’s largest gathering of 
service providers, leaders, advocates, 
and consumers working to end 
homelessness in the U.S. Licking 
County Coalition for Housing’s Board 
President, Executive Director, and 
three employees attended the three-
day conference and participated in 
workshops focused on the impact 

NAEH Conference
of homelessness and chronic 
homelessness on families, youth, 
singles, and veterans.

Additional workshops addressed   
topics including landlord retention 
and mediation, working with 
unsheltered homelessness, coordinated 
entry, case management, diversion, and 
more. The conference added interactive 
sessions to this year’s agenda, providing 
attendees opportunities to participate 
in small group peer discussions and 
share solutions to their most common 
challenges. These discussions helped 
reveal many of the same struggles 

in the fight to end homelessness, 
regardless of geographic location.  
High rental rates, low housing inventory 
and substandard housing was front 
and center during discussions with 
attendees from throughout Ohio   
to Los Angeles, California.

The conference offered the LCCH 
representatives a valuable opportunity 
to gain new ideas and strategies 
that potentially can be scaled and 
implemented to serve the homeless  
in Licking County.

Scott Hayes with Jail Ministries has 
provided our community with a low 
barrier drop-in center and safe space 
for those in need. Since Vertical 196 
opened its’ doors in November of 2018, 
it has proven to be a great community 
resource for individuals who are 
experiencing homelessness to meet 
basic needs- such as food, clothing, 
showers and laundry, just to name a 
few. LCCH has been present at Vertical 
196 monthly to meet with their guests 
and discuss housing needs. LCCH staff 
are often able to connect guests with 
shelter resources, landlord information, 
low-income housing booklets and 

Vertical 196 Providing Great Services
signups for the LCCH housing waitlist,  
if eligibility criteria is met. Vertical 196 
has also provided a safe meeting spot 
for LCCH staff to meet with current 
clients.  During the first week in August, 
Vertical 196 had 102 guests on Monday 
and 90 guests on Tuesday. We will 
continue our outreach at Vertical 196, 
as it has played an important role in 
connecting LCCH staff with individuals 
in need of housing assistance.         
Thank you to Scott Hayes and to all 
of the Vertical 196 volunteers who 
continue to provide this much needed 
service to our community, and for 
allowing LCCH to be a part of it!

Vertical 196

Thank You

It was all smiles at the First Baptist Church VBS, where 
92 items were collected for LCCH clients.

Drop-In Center for individuals 
struggling with homelessness

196 South Fifth Street, 
Newark OH
Open 10:00 AM-2:00 PM, M-F
Serving lunch 11:30-12:30 Daily 
Showers, laundry and clothes 
closet available

www.vertical196.org

Power Up was the theme for 
VBS at First Baptist Church 
this summer, and the kids 
who attended had a lot of fun. 
They also held a supply drive 
for cleaning and personal care 
products for our clients.  

Thanks to all the participants for 
their contribution of 92 items!
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In response to an increase in unsheltered 
homelessness, and with shelters in 
Licking County at or near capacity,  
LCCH is proud to offer the services of 
a Crisis Outreach Coordinator. Kelsy 
Noskowiak has stepped into this new 
position, which is designed to serve our 
neighbors who cannot access shelters 
and who are living in tents,  
automobiles and under bridges.

Kelsy earned her Master’s degree 
in Social Work from The Ohio State 
University, where she focused on mental 
health and addiction. Prior to this new 
role, Kelsy served as an LCCH Program 

New Position Dedicated to Serving the Unsheltered
Coordinator for the Rapid Re-Housing 
Ohio program.

A significant portion of Kelsy’s role will 
include working directly with multiple 
agencies throughout Licking County  
to reach unsheltered, homeless 
individuals and connect them with 
relevant resources and services.  
In creating this position, LCCH hopes 
to provide those who are homeless 
and living outside with access to case 
management services, regardless of 
their location or their ability to access 
reliable transportation. LCCH Crisis Outreach Coordinator, 

Kelsy Noskowiak

You are probably aware that LCCH 
accepts donations of usable furniture 
and household goods which we use  
to stock our apartments and/or offer 
to clients who need such items. 
“Donation management” can be a tricky 
thing, though. We must balance the 
staff time spent on picking up, sorting 
and distributing donations- as well 
as the cost of storing them- with the 
actual benefit of the item. How useful 
is it? What condition is it in? Will it fit 
in a typical apartment? Sofas, dressers, 
kitchen tables, pots and pans are very  
helpful. Punch bowls, projection TVs 
and sculpture- not so much. So we 
wanted to take this opportunity to let 
you know how the process works.

• Donations of necessary items like 
furniture, household goods, appliances 
and linens are used primarily to stock 
our Transitional Housing units. Such 
items will also be provided to clients 
who are moving on from our units or 
are being re-housed through one of our 
programs, if they are available.

• Decorative or optional items like 
luggage, accessories, small appliances 
(coffee makers, toasters, clock radios 
etc.), toys and artwork are provided  
to clients upon request, or made 
available for them to take for free. If we 
have an abundance of such items or if 
there is no interest (does anyone use 
ironing boards anymore?), we will pass 
those things on to other non-profits like 
Goodwill or St. Vincent DePaul.

Donation Policy
• We have standardized on Twin Long 
and Full mattresses, and prefer bed 
linens in those sizes. We will also accept 
Twin and Queen, but cannot accept 
King. All bed linens and towels must  
be laundered.

• We cannot accept mattresses, sofa 
beds, reclining sofas, extremely large 
items, computers, car seats, drop-side 
cribs or items that need to be installed 
(built in microwaves, light fixtures, etc.).

• Unfortunately, we do not have the 
time or space or funds to spend on 
items that need repair or professional 
cleaning. We don’t expect items to be 
new, but they must be in good, working 
condition and free from stains or tears 
to be useful.

• Occasionally, we will sell items which 
have more monetary than practical 
value. For example, our clients need 
everyday dishes. Antique china with 
gold trim will ruin our microwave ovens, 
is not suitable for households with 
children, and takes up valuable storage 
space. (Plus, mugs are more useful than 
teacups and saucers.) If selling one set 
of china allows us to purchase 6 sets 
of everyday dishes we see that as a 
reasonable course of action.

Questions?

This donation of sturdy dressers 
from Denison University was 

very-much appreciated.

If you would like to donate 
household items or have any 
questions about our donation 
management/acceptance policy 
please visit our website or contact 
Kathy Scott, 740-345-1970 ext. 
229 or kscott@ lcchousing.org



SEPTEMBER 2019 | PG 9

Harold was an 84 year old veteran who 
was referred to the Supportive Services 
for Veteran Families (SSVF) program via 
Chalmers P. Wylie VA Ambulatory Care 
Center in Columbus. 

Harold served in the U.S. Army from 
July of 1951 to May of 1956. After 
being out of the military for 3 years,  
he enlisted in the U.S. Air Force, where 
he served from July of 1959 to July, 
1963. Harold received an honorable 
discharge from both services. 

Harold was living with his brother  
in a mobile home in western Licking 
County, when his brother was forced 
to sell the mobile home due to medical 
problems. With the sale, Harold was 
displaced and decided to live in his car. 
He was in his car for almost 2 months 
before the SSVF program was made 
aware of his living situation.

LCCH case manager Tim Binckley  
made contact with Harold and met  
him at a truck stop to complete his 
SSVF intake. Although Harold has 
family in Pennsylvania, he wanted  
to stay in Ohio. His wife of over 25 years 
is in a Columbus nursing home with 
the end stages of Alzheimer’s disease. 
Harold stated that “living in his car was 
not a problem, but a place to live would 
be nice.”

Tim also contacted the Licking 
County Veteran Service Commission 
for their assistance. The Vet Service 
Commission paid for a motel room for 
Harold at America’s Best Value motel 
in Heath, while Tim worked to find 
him permanent housing. Harold was  
initially reluctant to take the motel room 
because “he didn’t want to take away 
a resource from someone who really 
needed it.” 

In consultation with Harold, a VA social 
worker, a son and a sister who lives in 
Pennsylvania, it was decided that the 
Ohio’s Veterans Home in Sandusky, 
Ohio would be a good fit for Harold. 
Tim made contact with the Ohio 
Veterans Home and scheduled 
a tour and intake, and completed all  
of the paper application ahead of time.   
Harold was tentatively accepted due 
to his service time and income, but he 
would have to approve the home and 
like the living conditions. 

Veterans Home Is A Perfect Fit
On May 18, Tim drove Harold up   
to Sandusky, where he toured the 
facility. The staff at the Ohio Veterans 
Home were very professional yet very 
warm to Harold. He decided that he 
liked the home and wanted to live there. 
The intake process took place on the 
same day.

Before Harold could move in, he had to 
take care of a small loan he had on his 
1997 van. His case manager reached 
out to the lender, Park National Bank.  
After the case manager explained the 
situation, PNB agreed to take back the 
van. The van would be sold at auction 
and the balance would be forgiven  
to Harold.

On May 15th, Harold received his final 
approval from the Veterans Home.  
On May 21, 2019, after 2 months of 
living in his car and six weeks at the 
motel, Harold moved in. He receives 
Supplemental Security Income of 
$1289.00 per month. The cost to him 
to live at the home is $700.00, which 
includes his room, food, medications 
and on-site medical care. 

Since The Move

U.S. Army Veteran Harold at his new home 
at the Ohio Veterans Home, Sandusky

A Big Thank You

Tim spoke to Harold after he 
had been living at the Veterans 
Home for about a month.

Harold loves living there.  
He reports that he eats too 
much and has gained 8 pounds 
in the last month. 

He has met another veteran 
that served on the same   
Air Force base at the same  
time he did and they spend 
their time “chewing the fat.”

It was a team effort to get 
Harold into the Veteran’s Home. 
Thanks to everyone who had  
a part in this success story:

• Chalmers P. Wylie VA

• The Licking County Veteran

• John Fry, Social Worker, 

• The staff at the Ohio’s

• Linda Beard, Case Manager,

• The staff at America’s Best

• The Park National Bank, 

Ambulatory Care Center,
Columbus

Service Commission, Newark

VA, Newark

LCCH/SSVF

Value Motel, Heath

Newark

Veterans Home, Sandusky
(http://dvs.ohio.gov/main/ovh
sandsuky-home.html)
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Register today! Early registration ends 
November 3 for the Seventh Annual 
Home Run 5K. This family-friendly 
5K and 1 mi Fun Run will be held 
November 9 at the Rotary Park on 
Sharon Valley Road. Registration at 
10:00, race at 11:00, T-shirt, door prizes 
and lunch for all participants. Register 
at itsyourrace.com or see page 5   
for more information.

Home Run 5K 
November 9

Find out more about being a volunteer 
for Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
(VITA) on December 3, from 6:00-7:30 
PM, at the Main Branch of the Licking 
County Library (101 West Main St.).  
Dinner, an overview of the program 
and training materials will be provided.  
Bring a friend and find out more about 
this wonderful community service.  
For more information, refer to page 6.

VITA Volunteer Kick-Off 
December 3

Our 2019 Annual Meeting and 
Luncheon will be held November 
15, at the DoubleTree by Hilton in 
downtown Newark. This is our chance 
to thank our partners and volunteers, 
acknowledge the success of our clients 
and celebrate the accomplishments of 
the year. Again this year, the luncheon 
will be feature a silent auction. 

LCCH Annual Meeting 
and Luncheon November 15

Our Supportive Services for Veteran 
Families will be on the Courthouse 
Square in downtown Newark on 
September 10 from 10:00 am - 2:00 
pm, to provide information about 
housing services to anyone who has 
served in the military. Other veteran 
service providers will also be present 
and a free lunch will be provided   
by the Knights of Columbus. 

Veteran Stand Down 
September 10

NOW is the time to train as a volunteer 
for the warming centers that are 
planned for the winter of 2019/2020.   
If you would like to “staff” the warming 
centers, please attend an informational 
meeting/training on September 18 from 
5:00-9:00 pm, at The Salvation Army, 
250 East Main St., Newark. For more 
information, contact Deb Tegtmeyer  
at dtegtmeyer@lcchousing.org

Warming Center Volunteer 
Training September 18

Save The Date


