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We Need Volunteer Tax Preparers!
It’s only September, but we are
already preparing for the 2023 tax
filing season. Since 2005, LCCH has
participated in the Volunteer Income
Tax Assistance (VITA) program, to
prepare and e-file federal, state
and school district returns for
income-eligible clients, for FREE.
Last filing season, our VITA program
prepared 1492 tax returns! As the
name implies, volunteers are the key
to making this program work.
If you are proficient with a computer,
enjoy helping people and understand
the basics of taxes, we urge you to
consider volunteering for VITA.

It is an extremely rewarding volunteer
activity, and you can make a real
difference in someone’s life in just
one hour! IRS training/certification
is required for tax preparers and all
training materials are provided by
the IRS. Volunteers may take the
training entirely online, or attend
classes led by LCCH staff. Reception
positions are also available-no tax
law training required! We ask for a
commitment of at least one 4-hour
session per week throughout the filing
season (late January through mid-April).
Taxes are prepared four days each
week at three Newark locations, and
you may choose the site and time
that fits your schedule.

Attend the Kick-Off!
Meet our VITA staff and learn
more about joining our awesome
group of volunteers! We’ll provide
dinner, answer questions, distribute
training materials and demonstrate
the IRS training website. Feel free
to bring a friend.
Attend Our

VITA Volunteer Kick-Off
Wednesday, November 30th
5:30 PM
Licking County Library –
Main Branch
101 West Main St.

Be like Mike!
Mike Schroder has volunteered with
VITA since 2012 and prepared 289
returns last year. Our taxpayers love
him and many know him by name.

To RSVP for this event or for
more information about this
volunteer opportunity:
Kathy Scott
kscott@lcchousing.org
740-345-1970 ext 229

SEPTEMBER 2022
Our Mission
Through partnership, guiding
those in need to sustainable
housing.

Our Vision
A community where everyone
enjoys a safe, stable and
sustainable home.

Find Us on Social Media

LCCHousing
Contact Us
P.O. Box 613
23 South Park Place, Suite 200
Newark, Ohio 43058-0613
Toll Free
1-877-421-LCCH (5224)
Local Phone
(740) 345-1970
Fax
(740) 345-8826
Contact
info@lcchousing.org
Web
lcchousing.org

Home Pages by Email?
If you would rather receive this
newsletter electronically, send us
a quick email at info@lcchousing.
org and we will add you to our
email address list and remove you
from our snail mail address list.
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2022 LCCH
Board of Directors

Executive Director’s Corner

Adam Rhodes, President
Homestead Beer Company
Tyler Crall, Vice President
TrueCore Federal
Credit Union
Roger Lossing, Treasurer
Cambridge Legacy Wealth
Advisory Services
Bill Canterberry, Secretary
Southeastern Ohio
Legal Services
Mary Albright
Retired, Reese Pyle
Meyer PLL
Catherine Baird
TransCounty Title Agency
Fisher, Skrobot & Sheraw, LLC
Bill Cost, Jr.
Bill Cost Jr. Photography
Jeff Gill
Licking County Juvenile Court
Darcy Grossett
Park National Bank
Judge Mike Higgins
Retired
Lauren Kellett
Park National Bank
Michelle Newman
North Valley Bank
Dr. Sarah Supp
Denison University
Daniel Swick
HER Realtors
Michelle Zigan
Licking Memorial Hospital
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Ground zero for learning. Innovation.
Hope for the future.
I see all of these when LCCH is
fortunate to host students from key
institutions of higher education. LCCH
is definitely ground zero for learning
about human beings, their behaviors,
their motivations, their foibles, and
their capacity for change!
Whether it is one day event with
a group of enthusiastic first year
student volunteers, or a semester with
work-study students from Denison
University, or a social work major from
The Ohio State University for two
semesters of a required practicum,
or a summer intern doing research
and/or helping with projects from
Ohio University, Bowdoin College,
or Georgetown University, make no
mistake - extraordinary work is being
done.
As LCCH staff, we’ve been challenged,
learned a lot, and look forward to
working again this Fall Semester
with student teams from Denison
University’s Data Analytics department.
We’ve benefitted from thorough
assessments of various programs by
Denison’s Field Research Methods
classes through the Sociology/
Anthropology Department, as well as
Ashbrook Summer Internship students.
(Many thanks again, Drs. Mary
Tuominen and Karen Powell Sears!!)

For many years, LCCH has proudly
served as a practicum site for OSU’s
School of Social Work. Our staff
members have been wonderful
mentors, providing not only
thoughtful, hands on case work,
but the benefit of broad experience
to guide students in a variety of
sub-fields. In fact, as we prepare for
a new practicum student starting in
September, Jennifer Seas, Social Work
Program Manager/Academic Advisor
at the Newark Campus just wrote me
saying, “We are so very glad to have
students placed at LCCH, it is such a
great agency and we know students
will have an excellent experience.”
On our side, frankly, through this
partnership, we’ve had the added
benefit of scouting and hiring
excellent graduates!
And innovation?
Currently the fields of social work,
housing, human resources, technology
– the areas in which LCCH works on a
daily basis – are being challenged like
never before. How do you undertake
progressive engagement with a client
who may not want or be able to, but
whose housing is at stake if they
don’t. How do we get more quality,
affordable housing units constructed
when the cost to do so will exceed the
rent structure needed by the target
low-income household? How do we
make sure our programs, paperwork,
policies and workplace reflect the
diversity of our community, equity
necessary for all to benefit from our
services, and inclusion of the many
wonderful ideas, people and cultures
that make up our world? How can new
technologies be of use to homeless
households and in housing for adults
with disabilities?
Turn loose a student on any of
these questions and be ready for an
amazing array of suggestions!
All of which provides me with hope for
the future!
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Register Now for 10th Annual Home Run
Join the fun as LCCH hosts the Tenth
Annual Home Run 5K. Yes, it’s really
been ten years! Registration is now
open for this in-person run/walk which
will be held October 1 at Rotary Park
Pavilion in Newark.
This is a beautiful course and the
October weather should be perfect for
running. Similar to the previous two
years, the race will begin with staggered
starts and end with awesome “grab
and go” goody bags and of course all
participants will receive a Home Run
race shirt. LCCH will not be timing the
race -but participants are welcome to
submit their own times for publication.
Runners, walkers and families are
welcome. Prizes will be awarded for the
top finishers.
The cost is $30 for entries received
by September 25. and $35 for entries
received after September 25. (Late
entries may receive their shirts after
race day.) Groups of 6 or more are
eligible for a $5 discount per person.
Online payment and registration is
available at www.runsignup.com (search
LCCH). Packet pick-up will be on race
day beginning at 9:00 AM. Race day
registration will also start at 9:00. The
race will start at 10:00 AM.

All proceeds benefit the programs of
LCCH. Sponsorship opportunities are
still available for businesses who wish
to support the event or make a prize
contribution. Please email Kathy Scott
at kscott@lcchousing.org. Questions
about the race may also be sent to that
e-mail address.

To Register
Online: www.runsignup.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
LCCHousing, download the entry
form and return by fax, mail or
in-person. You may also check out
the event details on the page and
follow the link to online registration.
Email: kscott@lcchousing.org
Return by mail, fax or in-person
In-Person: race day registration
begins at 9:00am

Best Wishes Kelsy!
Join us in wishing the best to Kelsy
Noskowiak, who worked her last day
with LCCH on August 19. Kelsy started
as a Rapid Re-Housing Ohio (RRHO)
Coordnator when LCCH became the
state-wide RRHO grants manager in
September of 2017. In the five
years since, she earned her Master’s
Degree in Social work from The
Ohio State University, became our
Crisis Outreach Coordinator, and
took on supervision for our Returning
Home Ohio and Housing Options for
People with Aids programs. Kelsy is a
hard worker, who excelled at building

relationships with clients
and other service providers. She
always volunteered for agency events
and programs, like property work
days, the Home Run, Boo & Brew,
Point-in-Time count and VITA. We
know she will be successful in all of
her future endeavors.
Mandy Weaver is ready to jump right in
as the new Crisis Outreach Coordinator.
She started work on August 1, and is
committed to helping the homeless in
Licking County, especially those who
are unsheltered.

Best wishes to Kelsy Nowkosiak,
who left LCCH in August. Sorry
Kelsy, one last picture!
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Going Back is NOT an Option
A true story, written by a current LCCH client
In 2016, I had been going to school
full time during the week and working
full time Fridays through Sundays.
I did this as a single mother for six
consecutive months. Somewhere in
that six months time, I began using
meth to try to manage it all. I began to
burn out. I was late to work more and
more often. Until one day I quit. Not
long after I also quit school.
Within the month, I was evicted. My
brother signed over our childhood
home to try to help me out. The
house, however, was falling apart.
The roof was rotting, so I patched it
up myself with materials lying around
the house. The gas lines were leaking
and the furnace was broken so the
gas company wouldn’t switch the gas
back on in my name. My kids and I
lived there for a year. We used electric
cooking appliances to eat. In the
winter we used electric heaters. We
took showers at other people’s homes.
I struggled to find and keep work
during that time. The water was cut
off a few different times. Shamefully, I
stole water from the neighbors to get
by. And meth stayed on my to do list
at that time.
Realizing the house had more issues
than I could deal with, I sold it for next
to nothing. I stayed with friends while
I waited for the sale of the house to
close. I planned to use the money to
get an apartment. The problem was,
I was on probation but hadn’t been
reporting in because of my drug use.
My kid’s father decided to turn me
in and called CPS on me regarding
my daughter who was not his. While
I was in jail, he and an accomplice
stole my money and belongings from
the hotel room I had been staying
in. When I got out, I had nothing left
but a few belongings and my car.
Within a month, I allowed myself to
be victimized again when my car was
stolen. Not that it would matter-the
month following the theft of my car
an unpaid seatbelt ticket cost me my
driver’s license.

I struggled with homelessness for four
years or so after that. I couch surfed,
rented sleeping rooms, and was in and
out of the Salvation Army many times
over the course of that time. I had
never been more alone. My mentality
had fallen to a place of despair that
believed that I was meant to stay
homeless. I lied to myself about how I
was there to be “in it” to help others.
And I was surrounded by people who
somehow knew things about me that
they shouldn’t. Private, personal things.
And they would toy with me both
through Facebook and in person. I still
don’t know why. But because they were
toying with my mind, I got fed up and
threw my phone in the river.
The next day, I went to Columbus and
entered into a shelter on the west side.
I reunited with my ex who was also in a
shelter. He had his place a month after I
arrived. I ended up moving in with him.
The meth I had been using switched
to crack. Eight months later, lying on
our mattress in the living room of the
one bedroom we shared with another
addict, I talked my partner into going to
rehab at the Refuge.
We witnessed our roommate be tazed
for smoking up crack he was supposed
to be selling. My partner had been to
the hospital a few times for seizures
and narcanned for overdosing on
fetty and heroin multiple times. I was
petrified that if our roommate had
ripped off someone who wasn’t his
family that we would have been killed
just for being there. I was worried about
my partner’s health and life. The pain
and worry I experienced when telling
EMT’s that I wasn’t sure if he had had
a seizure or if he had used and OD’d
was overwhelming. I wanted better. I
needed more in life.
Although we faced an eviction at the
time of the conversation, my partner
and I worked with an agency to have the
eviction lifted. We decided to proceed
with our plan to attend the Refuge
anyway. My pride got me exited from
the program 24 hours later.

Twenty-six days later, I went back
to try again. Three months later,
the women’s Refuge was closed
indefinitely. I prayed about what to
do. God answered, “Go home.” So,
I returned to Newark to stay, once
again, at the Salvation Army. I was
hired as a package handler at UPS
within the week. Within the month,
my partner was exited from the men’s
Refuge and came to stay in the men’s
wing of the Salvation Army. With the
help and support of Salvation Army
staff, the Licking County Coalition
for Housing, friends from Champions
(a Newark extension of the Refuge),
friends from Cornerstone Church’s
Outreach, my aunt Dreama, and a
friend named Roy, we found a two
bedroom apartment in September of
2021.

“I enjoy every moment
that I am blessed to
speak with or be with
any one of my loved ones.”
LCCH Client
Things have not been easy just
because we found an apartment.
There have been many obstacles. And
there have even been times that I have
wanted to give up. We moved in on
September seventh. On the ninth, we
found out we had been exposed to
COVID and were officially diagnosed
on the twelfth. On October 4th, my
daughter, who was adopted by my
aunt and uncle, finally came home
to live with me. The very next day, I
burned myself horribly in a grease fire
I accidentally caused. I was off work
for almost two months to heal. My
partner and I have a past domestic
violence case and he is still on parole
from past crimes he committed. Due
to an Ohio law that forbids parolees
from living with past victims of DV,
he has been removed from the home
until his parole is over. This has left
me with the burden of full financial
responsibility that I can’t fully bear on
my own quite yet. I pay child support
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LCCH Staff
out of every check leaving me between
$80 and $100 a week to work with.
So, a few months ago, in an attempt
to become self-sufficient, I wanted
to accept a position in Etna making
$20/hour. The only way I could accept
the position was to get my license
back and a car to get there. In order
to accomplish that, I had to pay a
reinstatement fee, take the written
exam and find a way to take the driver’s
test. I was so stressed trying to find a
ride to get there as well as someone
who would allow me to borrow their
vehicle to take the exam. I recall feeling
like a burden for even asking for help.
But on February 16, 2022, my case
worker from the Housing Coalition,
Tiffany, offered to take me to take the
written exam, without hesitation. The
actual driver’s test at the local BMV
would have been a whole month wait,
but Zanesville had an appointment date
available two weeks sooner. On March
first, my aunt, Dreama, despite recently
losing her father-in-law, was more than
eager to take me all the way there and
let me use her vehicle to take the exam.
I passed!

“Things have not been easy
just because we found an
apartment. There have been
many obstacles. And there
have even been times that I
have wanted to give up.”

Tiffany and quit the same day, with no
remorse but not without worry. I spoke
with Holly and Drew as well. And they
most graciously are waiting patiently for
me to get my finances together so that I
can pay them for the car.
Currently, these are the things I have
going on in an attempt to find and
maintain my personal balance between
mental and physical and emotional well
being, family and relationships, home,
finances, and work: I am working with
Acloché in order to start a second part
time position that fits my schedule
and physical limitations. (I struggle
with arthritis in my feet and I have
issues with my right knee.) Licking
County Coalition for Housing is still
helping me in every way they can. I
am waiting to hear the results of the
Modification Review I filed with child
support. I maintain my appointments
at Brightview for my sobriety. And I
enjoy every moment that I am blessed
to speak with or be with any one of my
loved ones.
No matter how hard it has been or
how hard it may become, going back is
not an option. Getting to live with and
love and guide my teenage daughter is
worth every single hardship that I have
and will endure. Regardless of what
obstacles come my way, I will continue
to seek solutions to become self
sufficient and stable, not only because
my daughter is worth it, but because I
finally know that I am worth it!

Mike Baker, DD Maintenance
Director
Zachary Baker, Rapid
Re-Housing Ohio Coordinator
Tim Binckley, SSVF Case
Manager
Lindsey Blevins, Fiscal
Assistant
Sue Chen, Administrative
Assistant
Tiffany Davis, Housing
Programs Supervisor
Rachael Duck, Housing
Programs Supervisor
Stanley Frankhart, RHO/CTP
Coordinator
Kelsea Gussler, Housing
Programs Supervisor
Karen Holloway, SSVF
Healthcare Navigator/SOAR
Alejandra Leon, Housing
Services Coordinator
Mark Louden, Housing
Services Coordinator
Cheryl Matthews, Housing
Services Coordinator
Tanaya McMannis, SSVF Case
Manager
Jillian McNeal, Rapid
Re-Housing Case Manager
Doug Price, Landlord Navigator
Ryan Reed, TH Maintenance

LCCH Client
My cousin, Holly and her husband,
Drew, sold me the car to help me get
to work. Unfortunately, that job didn’t
work out. The hours were third shift,
and the position was package handling,
just like my other job. And maybe some
would have chosen the job that pays
a few dollars more. But the hours and
location left me exhausted and affected
my mentality. I found myself wanting
to use (drugs) less than two weeks after
I started working there. So I talked to

Deb Tegtmeyer, Executive
Director

Story Update

Lurinda Rivera-Graham,
Housing Services Coordinator
Brian Scott, Maintenance Tech

Since this story was written at the
end of May, this client has gotten
her driver’s license and a reliable
car. She is still working. By the
time this newsletter is published
she will have started school at
C-Tec, working toward a
certificate for Medical Coding.

Kathy Scott, Resource
Development/VITA Coordinator
Cathy Terry, Housing Services
Coordinator
Mandy Weaver, Crisis Outreach
Coordinator
Trina Woods, Director of
Operations
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Staff Profile: Jillian McNeal
Jillian McNeal has been working
for the Licking County Coalition for
Housing since December 2021, as a
case manager for two of our Rapid
Re-housing programs (LCCH Rapid
Re-Housing and Region 9 Rapid ReHousing). She had previously worked
at the New Beginnings domestic
violence shelter and came to LCCH
in December of 2021 because of the
relationships she had developed with
our Housing Programs Supervisor
Tiffany Davis, and Housing Services
Coordinator Cathy Terry.
Although they have different funding
sources, both of the re-housing
programs provide rent and deposit
assistance to help clients move quickly
from homelessness to housing with
a lease in their own name. As a case
manager, Jillian works with clients to
find housing, and then to make sure
they are on the right track and staying

accountable towards their goals. She
also helps clients work on a budget
so they can reach independence
financially, in housing, and in all aspects
of life. Their rental assistance is reevaluated monthly as clients make
progress to that independence. Jillian
handles a case load of 20 clients on
average and stays busy meeting their
needs. (Check out page 9 for the story
Jillian wrote about one of her clients.)
Jillian received her Bachelor’s degree
in Psychology from Ohio University in
2018, having attended the Lancaster
and Zanesville branches. She is inspired
by helping others and feels like she is a
good fit for LCCH. We love her positive
attitude and her ability to hold people
accountable for their actions. Jillian and
her husband live in Muskingum County
and enjoy spending their free time on
the Muskingum River.

Jillian McNeal joined the
LCCH team in 2021 as a
Rapid Re-Housing case manager.

My Experience at LCCH
By Grace Portzline
I am a social work student at Ohio
University, going into my third year
of undergraduate studies and I
volunteered as an intern this past
summer at the Licking County Coalition
for Housing (LCCH). I wanted this
summer to be an opportunity to learn
more about a field of social work that
isn’t largely talked about. The homeless
population can easily feel unseen and
uncared for by society but LCCH is the
exception.
Working with various staff members
here over the summer, I saw all
aspects of what goes into this area
of social services. With Kathy Scott, I
learned about the Transitional Housing
program which aims to house people
as they transition out of homlessness.
We sorted through donations given by
generous members of the communities.
We supplied units with household items
and cleaning items in preparation for
people to move in. I also was able to
help her with community projects such

as the Great Granville Garage Sale
which benefited the Coalition.
With case managers, Kelsea Gussler
and Stanley Frankart, I learned a lot
about being a licensed social worker
and the struggles and triumphs of
working with this particular population.
The Returning Home Ohio program is
for people who are reentering society
and need assistance getting back
on their feet and eventually leading
an independent lifestyle. Housing
Opportunities for Persons With Aids is
another program I had the opportunity
to learn about. The program aims to
help those with an AIDS status find
housing. I was able to go with both
case managers on many client
meetings which were very educational
and informative. I learned about
client-case manager relationships as
well as boundaries.
The staff at the Coalition is a team
very dedicated to helping those who
need it most and is a very inspiring

organization. Hearing everyone’s
stories and experiences ingrained
in me the social work principle that
everyone deserves to be treated
equally. Going through individual as
well as systematic struggles does
not lessen someone’s value which is
often projected upon the homeless
population.
As a social work student I am trying
to understand as many populations
and fields of social work as possible,
to better understand the kind of
social worker I want to be. My
time this summer at the Coalition
has been foundational in that
understanding and has inspired me
to think about this field as a long
term position for me in the future.
I am very grateful to the Coalition
for allowing me to learn from them
this summer as I have learned many
things that I will carry with me
in everyday life as well as when I
become a practicing social worker.
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Great Granville Garage Sale sets Record for Sales
The Great Granville Garage Sale had
a record number of registered sellers
and raised over $3,438 for LCCH this
year! The last weekend of June has
proven to be a successful date for the
sale which had 68 registered sellers
at private homes all over the Granville
area. The winner of the GGGS drawing
was Meg Ginther who held a sale at
her home on Plum St. in downtown
Granville. Sales were also held at the
Opera House Park and the Granville
Farmers Market.
LCCH made the map available to more
shoppers by posting it electronically to
our Facebook page and feedback from

sellers and shoppers has been very
positive. So mark your calendars now
for the 2023 Great Granville Garage
Sale, which will be held on June 24.
The GGGS, which has turned into
a much-anticipated community
event, was started by St Lukes
Episcopal Church over a decade ago
as a fundraiser with LCCH as the
beneficiary. LCCH has managed the
sale since 2016. Sale hosts keep the
proceeds of their individual sales, but
registration fees and sponsorships
support our housing programs.

Thanks to all who helped
make the Great Granville
Garage Sale a success!
Sign sponsor
Reese Pyle Meyer,
PLL Attorneys at Law
Map sponsors
Homestead Beer Co.
Hugh Price + AssociatesHoward Hanna
Real Estate Services
Jay Stanley-ReMax Consultant
Group
North Valley Bank
Matilda Charlotte Antiques Etc.
Rosenberg Ball Co., LPA
Ross Granville Market
Snapshots Lounge
TrueCore Federal Credit Union
WCS Property Solutions
Whit’s Frozen Custard
Event Partners
Granville Area Chamber of
Commerce
Granville Public Library
Level 33 Graphics

RHM Happy Furniture was one of 68 registered sellers that
participated in the Great Granville Garage Sale.

Village of Granville

We Love our RevLocal Volunteers!
RevLocal, a digital marketing firm in
Granville, encourages their staff to
volunteer and actually pays them for
up to eight hours of volunteer service.
Since June, seven volunteers have
helped us with three different activities:
Monica helped assemble and prepare
for mailing the hard copy of both
the June and September issues of
this Home Pages newsletter. That is
a time-consuming task made much
more enjoyable with her help. She also
offered lots of advice on marketing
events and fundraisers.

On June 10, a crew of three awesome
RevLocal workers helped our
maintenance staff clean up the yard
at one of our Transitional Housing
properties in downtown Newark. They
pulled a ton of weeds, uncovered a
fence and mulched all the flower beds.
The work continued on August 19,
when two more volunteers spent an
afternoon cleaning the heavy-duty
wood furniture we use in our
Transitional Housing apartments.
Everyone did a super job and we
really appreciate their work.

Thanks Drew and Emily, for
scrubbing all of our dressers,
nightstands and end tables!
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Transitional Housing Projects
In Memoriam

LCCH was thrilled to host several
volunteer service events this summer
at our Transitional Housing family
apartments on N. 40th Street in
Newark.
Thanks to the youth group at Granville
Chapel, who spent two days with us on
Chapel
July 20 and 21! The high school and
middle school students, along with their
leaders, helped us spread mulch, trim
trees, remove debris, clean gutters and
repair our playground structure. With
their help we hauled away 5 (may-be
6?) loads of yard debris and spread 2
pallets (that’s 130 bags!) of mulch in the
yard and flower beds.

For the second consecutive year, first
year Denison students began their four
years in Licking County with service
to local non-profit agencies through
the Denison Service Orientation.
Orientation On
August 22 and 23, they helped us strip
wallpaper, clean appliances, ready
apartments for tenants, lighten and
brighten our hallways, re-stain the
wooden play structure and organize
donations.
30 students worked with us over
the course of the two days and they
were a great bunch of young adults.
We appreciate their help and it was
a real pleasure to get to know them.
In addition to LCCH, the students
volunteered at 5 other local agencies.

The work continued the following
week when 27 volunteers with the
high school youth group from the
Cornerstone Church of Licking County
helped us mulch the playground. It
was a huge group of kids with GREAT
attitudes and they accomplished so
much! In addition to unloading and
spreading 4 truckloads of bulk mulch,
they helped us clean an apartment for
new tenants, trimmed trees and bushes
and generally improved the exterior.
The property looks so much better
and we-LCCH staff and our residentsappreciate their service.

We are grateful for the recent
contribution made by Sue Yee,
in loving memory of Joe Yee, in
support of our transitional housing
and supportive services programs
for homeless Veterans and Veteran
families. This gift was made through
the Joe L. and Sue W. Yee Fund of
the Licking County Foundation.
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Overcoming Obstacles in CTP
With help from the Community
Transitions Program (CTP) Liberty
made her transition home in 2020.
Coming home, Liberty had the hope
and aspiration that she would succeed
this time in her recovery- having made
a plan and developed a pathway that
would lead to victory. Coming home was
a big deal for her because this would
be the first time she had her own place.
By working with her CTP Case Manager
to set goals and continuing to work the
plan, Liberty secured an apartment,
got off parole, gained employment in
what she feels can be her career, got
her license and got a car, all while living
what we strive for with CTP- a selfdirected and self-motivated life.
Still, there were obstacles. Earlier
this year Liberty was given a 30 day
notice to vacate premises due to what
her landlord said was a “conflict of
interest”. She had to move because her
landlord didn’t understand the needs

of her autistic stepson. She felt the
ripple effects of collateral sanctions–
judgments and behaviors imposed on
those who transition home, that carry
on after a sentence. Liberty met the
discouragement with commitment and
devotion to not let this set her back.
Having been in the program for over
2 years at that point, she had saved
enough money to pay her own deposit
with a new landlord, which required
her first and last month’s rent up front.
Although CTP normally pays those
expenses, this landlord in particular
was unwilling to accept the financial
assistance offered, without first
“seeing if the client could maintain
her housing on her own.” Liberty,
understanding this was her chance to
shine, showed up in one of the most
confident and willing ways we have
seen. Money order in hand, a plan for
what was ahead, and a smile as bright
and big as a rainbow, Liberty moved
into her new unit, which accommodates

her stepson’s needs above and beyond
what the previous unit could.
Liberty has continued to excel and
continued to show that successful
reentry is possible, that goals are
attainable, and that recovery is a
reality. Liberty is proud to say that
this is the first time since she can
remember that she has been sober,
off parole, in a place where she is on
her own two feet. Stanley Frankart,
Liberty’s CTP Case Manager, says
that “we are blessed to have such an
amazing example of courage, resilience,
and commitment in our lives and to
be a part of such a redemptive and
transformative journey, in which we too
learn that reintegration and restoration
is possible. It is evidence that we are
better together as a community, one
who is willing to support people-giving
them the room, the space, and the
dignity to make choices and to be
empowered with self-efficacy.”

Congratulations Virgil and Earnie!
Virgil Lewis came to LCCH on Monday,
February 7, 2022. Due to medical
expenses and chronic health conditions
he had been homeless since December
26, 2021, and was staying at the
Salvation Army emergency shelter.

out of homelessness and starting over
with nothing. He knows the feelings of
isolation that being homeless can bring
and wants people to know that although
they are faced with a challenging
situation it doesn’t define them.

Through the Region 9 Rapid Rehousing program, LCCH was able to
help Virgil find rental housing and on
March 1st, he moved out of the shelter
and into his own apartment. Virgil has
flourished in his new surroundings.
He has made friends with staff
members and met several individuals
he could relate to when it came to his
homelessness. He is grateful for all
the help he received and can often
be found paying it forward. He has
given rides to people who do not
have vehicles and was able to find an
affordable window air conditioner for a
newly homed neighbor. He has helped
others face the hardships of coming

In June Virgil and his longtime girlfriend
Earnie decided they had worked
on themselves, their lives and their
relationship enough to move forward.
On July 11th, Virgil and Earnie were
married in the chapel at the Salvation
Army by Lieutenant Kaitlyn Haddix.
Earnie lives in Chillicothe and works
for the Veterans Administration. She is
a veteran of the U.S. Army and has a
passion for helping others. The couple
made a special visit to LCCH with
pictures of the wedding, to express
their gratitude, and to show how far
he had come. Virgil asked that we
mention Earnie’s wedding flowers: the
pink carnations represent her, the blue

carnations represent him and the
white carnations represent God. For
those still struggling with homelessness,
Virgil said “to never give up.”

“This is the happiest I’ve ever been”
says Virgil Lewis, with his wife Earnie
and Salvation Army Lieutenant
Kaitlyn Haddix.

Save The Date
September 21: Veteran Stand Down

Saturday, October 1: Home Run 5K

FREE services for those who have
served, including lunch, personal
care items, hair cuts, health
info, housing assistance, legal
assistance, mental health services,
VA healthcare enrollment, peer support, employment &
training, education, child support info, spiritual care, first aid
kits, federal and local benefits info and limited clothing items.
1:00 AM-2:00 PM at the Canal Market District in downtown
Newark. Call 740-670-5430 for more information.

This is a family-friendly 5K run/
walk on a scenic course with
super goody bags for the
runners. 9:00 AM race day registration and 10:00 AM start
time at Rotary Park Pavilion, 925 Sharon Valley Rd, Newark.
You can walk and still be home in time for the football game!
See all the details on page 3.

Saturday, November 19: Thanksgiving Market

Wednesday, November 30: VITA Volunteer Kick Off

Although the weekly Granville
Farmers Market runs through
Saturday, October 29, it makes an
encore appearance on Saturday,
November 19, just in time for
Thanksgiving. Pick up some great
fall decor, get a delicious cup of River Road Coffeehouse
coffee from LCCH, and of course check out the meats,
cheeses and glorious Thanksgiving desserts. 8:30 AM-noon
at Raccoon Valley Park, 1225 River Rd in Granville.

Join us for this jam-packed
information session and find out
what it takes to volunteer for the
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
(VITA) program. Reception and preparer opportunities are
available for the 2023 tax filing season. We will pass out
training materials and demonstrate how the IRS certification
process works. Dinner provided. 5:30-7:00 PM at the Licking
County Library, 101 West Main St., Newark. See cover for
more VITA info.

Thursday, November 17: Annual Meeting
The LCCH Annual Meeting is back! Details to follow…
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